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The Darke County Foundation is a community foundation dedicated to improving the lives 
of Darke County residents by receiving, managing and distributing charitable gifts. 
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The Darke County Foundation recently awarded  grants to non-profit organizations that serve Darke County residents. Pictured are representatives of organiza-
tions that gathered at Birchwood Training Center in Greenville to receive their grant checks. 

Sunshine 5K Walk/Run 
 

Sat., Sept. 18, 2021 
Greenville City Park 

8:30 am 
 
 

Benefiting: 
 

Bridges to College 
Cancer Association of Darke County 

DeColores Montessori School 
Edison Foundation 
EverHeart Hospice 

St. Mary’s Catholic School 

 
Register at a discount until Sept. 9 at 

www.darkecountyfoundation.org Thanks to Lead Sponsors of  the Sunshine 5K 

Darke County Foundation Awards $163,000 in Community Grants 

First United Methodist Church 

Friends of Bear's Mill  

Gateway Youth Programs 

Grace Resurrection Center 

Garst Museum  

Greenville Public Library  

Illumination Ministry  

Kinder Korner Preschool  

Ohio Wave Fastpitch Academy 

Ronald McDonald House Dayton 

Shelter from Violence  

ACES School  

Ansonia Elementary School 

Arcanum High School Band 

Big Brothers Big Sisters   

Bradford Middle School Band 

Bradford Railroad Museum 

Brethren Retirement Community 

Bridges 2 College  

Cancer Assoc. of Darke County 

Coalition for Healthy Darke Co. 

Darke County Center for Arts 

St. Paul's Lutheran Cemetery 

St Vincent DePaul Society  

St. Mary's Church and School 

The House that Lulu Built  

Upper Valley Career Ctr. Aspire 

Versailles Schools Special Needs 

Versailles Heritage Park  

Versailles Schools Music Boosters 

Wayne HealthCare Foundation 

YMCA of Darke County 

YOLO of Darke County  

Darke County Humane Society 

Darke County Parks 

Darke County Special Olympics 

Darke County United Way 

Darke Co. Christian Education 

DeColores Montessori School 

Empowering Darke Co. Youth 

EUM Church - Next Steps 

EverHeart Hospice  

Financial Asst. for Med. Emergencies 

Final Bow Performing Arts 

The Darke County Foundation recently invited representatives from 37 local non-profit organizations to its annual grant recognition 

program, held at the new Birchwood Training Center on Jaysville-St. Johns Road in Greenville. These organizations provide valuable  

services to Darke County residents, enriching and strengthening the well-being of our community. Money for the grants came from 25 

donor-established funds, plus the Friends of the Foundation Fund that is bolstered every year by hundreds of community supporters. 

Every dollar of our Friends’ donations was used for these grants. The following groups received funding: 

Participants run and leap at the 2020 Sunshine 5K. 



 

Foundation Awards $567,000 in Local Grants and Scholarships $180,000 Awarded to High School Graduates and Collegians Darke County Class of  2021 High School Scholarship Recipients 

Ansonia H.S. (left to right): 

Dalton Drees, Reece Stam-

men, Cameron Longenecker, 

Kierra Reichert, Mariah 

Troutwine, Hannah Hartzell, 

Trenton Prasuhn, Johnnie 

Bozarth, Mitchell Shook, and 

Jacob Longenecker. 

Arcanum H.S. (left to right): Allison Barry, Trista Hollinger, Aidan O'Brien, Josie 

McCullough, Eleanor Pease, Jonathan Riley, Karr Stump, and Emily Wenning. 

Bradford H.S. (left to right): Abigail Gade, Olivia Daugherty, 

Dylan Mitchell, and Samantha Brewer. 

Left: Franklin-Monroe H.S. (left to right): Nathaniel Davis, 

Tristen Collins, Ethan Fee, Isaac Shellabarger, Rileigh Vance, 

Micah Stacy.  Above: Mississinawa Valley H.S.: Benjamin 

Philiposian and Leah Scholl. 

Tri-Village H.S.: Bottom row (left to right):  Lucie 

Morris, Lauren Driver, and Johnna Siegrist. Middle 

row: Loraligh Waters, Jacob Siegrist, and Megan 

Smith. Top row: Rorie Stump, Dylan Finkbine, and 

Dylan Holsapple. 

Greenville H.S.: Bottom row (left to right): Mikay-

la Dobson, Landon Muhlenkamp, and Kary 

Tollefson. Row 2: Jacob Maher, Jiahao Zhang, and 

Isabelle Rammel. Row 3: Felicity Lance and Ryan 

Dull. Top row: Austin Jolley and James Normile. 

Versailles H.S.: Bottom row (left to right): Lauren Menke, Mallory Subler, Madelyn Durham, 

Emma York, Cassandra Keiser, and Audrey Allen. Row 2: Cayla Batten, Jayla Pothast, Kate 

Griesdorn, Darian Feltz, Jaimee Hoelscher, and Maria Mangen. Row 3: Luke Billenstein, Owen 

Schultz, Brooke Timmerman, Lauren Monnin, Briana Graves, and Jarrett Petitjean. Top row: Alex 

Kaiser, Matt Cromwell, Jacob Grow, Ryan Subler, Jacob Litten, Caleb Heitkamp, and Isaac White.  

The following scholarship funds 

at the Darke County Foundation 

provided awards for this year’s 

scholarship recipients: 

 

Velma and Merlin Applegate Fund 

Tim Best/Ronnie Kreitzer Fund 

Robert and Iris Bolen Fund 

Harold and Betty Brewer Fund 

Bill and Rosy Brinley Family Fund 

Joyce Bruns Nursing Fund 

DAR – Ft. Greeneville Chapter 

Darke Co. Engineering/Science Fund 

Darke County Foundation Endowment 

Brian and Regina Delk Fund 

Nils and Collette Eikenberry Fund 

John S. and Mary L. Fourman Fund 

Alice and Wilbur Frantom Fund 

Kenneth J. Gibboney Fund 

Richard Graeff Family Fund  

Greenville National Bank Fund  

Jeanie and Jeff Hawley Fund 

Eleanor J. Hughes Fund 

John and Miriam Knick Fund 

Bob & Jan Lantz Miami Univ. Teacher 

Ami McClurkin Fund 

Joseph R. Mills Fund 

Susan North Art Fund  

Norton Family 4-H Fund 

Oliver Fund for Versailles/Wittenberg 

James B. Phelan Fund  

Pohl Transportation Fund 

Riffle Family Fund 

Road Less Traveled Fund 

JC & Alice Schafer Fund 

Schipfer Family Fund 

Lois E. Snyder Fund  

John E. and Ella M. Stevenson Fund 

Edwin, Mac & Marguerite Stoltz Fund 

Steven Stucke Fund 

Jan and Jim Thomas Fund 

J. Howard Trump Art Fund 

Versailles Masonic Lodge Fund 

Paul C. and Helen D. Warner Fund 

Sarah Whittaker Fund 

Lori Michelle Williams Fund 

Matthew Wuebker Fund 

Ryan Wulber Fund  



Mark and Tammy Abell 
John and Tara Adams 
Bill and Barb Ahrens 
Doug and Anne Albright 
Jeff and Paula Allen 
Joel and Kara Allread 
R.J. and Nita Allread 
Doug and Kim Amspaugh 
Steve and Julie Amspaugh 
Anonymous 
Brenda D. Arnett 

Matt and Angie Arnold 
Joann Ashman 
Jim Atchley 
Attorneys Brand, Cox & Horner 
Ed and Gloria Ault 
Dennis and Cathy Baker 
Berneice Baltes 
Ted and Jennie Baltes 
William L. Barga 
Barga Farms, Inc. 
Jerry and Diane Barga 
James L. Barga 
Randy and Janel Barga 
Ron and Doris Barga 
Ron and Jessica Barga 
Jeff and Susan Barker 

Ted and Linda Barlage 
Randall Bashore 
Clyde and Chris Bateman 
Bill and Ty Baumann 
David and Karron Bechtol 
James and Betty Ann Becker 
Jeni Berger 
Steve and Linda Berger 
Treva Berger 
Brian and Lisa Bergman 
Kurtis and Jaime Bergman 

Tom and Melodie Bernhard 
Virginia Bertram 
Dave and Cyndi Bey 
Tom and Marilyn Blakeley 
Leo T. and Hazel Blanchard 
Nancy Bohman 
Don and Wanda Bolyard 
Ron and Mary Bonfiglio 
Chad and Amy Booher 
Tim and Sandy Booher 
Gary and Marlene Boone 
Mark and Therese Borchers 
Boring, Richard & Associates 
Mike and Kim Bowers 
Eric and Tanya Brand 
Brethren Retire. Community 

Bill and Rosalyn Brinley 
Dr. Derek Broering 
Richard and Christel Brooks 
Dr. Tom and Suzie Brown 
Vanis L. Brumbaugh 
Bruns Animal Clinic 
Laverne and Catherine Brunswick 
Sharon and Jim Buchy 
Tom and Debbie Bueter 
Dennis and Lois Bunger 
Lisa Burk 
Steve and Kim Burns 
Buschur Dairy Farms 
Larry and Sandra Buschur 
Rita Buschur 
Cheryl K. Campbell 
Larry and Beth Campbell 
CF Poeppelman, Inc. 
Classic Carriers, Inc. 
Rick and Janell Claudy 
Bryan and Aliana Clymer 
Bill and Judy Collins 
Nancy Cooper 
Alex Cordonnier 
Ed and Cathy Cornell 
Anne Cox 
Cox Insurance 
Ed and Kay Curry 
Catherine Custenborder 
Sam and Toni Custer 
Todd and Beth Dammeyer 
Darke Co. Common Pleas Court 
Darke Co. Economic Dev. 
Darke Co. Land Title Agency 
Darke Co. United Way 
Dave Knapp Ford-Lincoln 
John and Marty Davis 
Tonya Deeter 
Dave and Barb Dent 
Wayne & Sharon Deschambeau 
Rex and Chris Detling 
Dick Lavy Trucking 
Kevin and Julia Didier 
Jane Dietsch 
Doss Business Systems 
Rod and Jonie Drew 
Steven and Amy Dues 
Dennis C. Eckstein 
Edward Jones Investments 
Edwin F. Nickol, Inc. 
Judy Eikenberry 
Roger and Loretta Etzell 

Diane Evans 
Jerry and Ann Everman 
Duane and Kristie Evers 
John and Mary Jean Evers 
Esther Eyink 
Jim and Betsy Fahrbach 
Family Health Services 
Farmers State Bank 
Roberta Feltman 
Financial Achievement Services 
Ted and Holly Finnarn 
Christy Fisher 
Fliehman Law Group 
Susan Fowble Josenhans 
Richard Frantz 
Dan and Sally Franz 
Friends of Bear's Mill 
Fry & Company CPAs 
David and Ann Fullenkamp 
Phil and Peg Fullenkamp 
Keith Furlong 
Rita and Tom Gaerke 
Garbig and Schmidt, LLC 
Scott A. Garrison 
Gary L. Flinn Co., L.P.A. 
Urban and Irene Gehret 
Dave and Carolyn Gerold 
Evelyn Gibson 
Linda and Joe Giere 
GNB Banking Centers 
Doug and Michelle Gordon 
Tom and Julie Graber 
Marilyn Graeff 
Mike and Diane Gray 
Greenville Federal 
Greenville VFW Post 7262 
Deirdre Grennan 
John and Louise Grilliot 
Gary and Jeannie Grosch 
Catherine Grow 
Larry and Theresa Grube 
Tom and Melanie Guillozet 
Mr. Glenn Guzzo  
Roy and Pat Haines 
Hanes Law Group 
Ken and Joyce Haraughty 
Nicholas Harrod 
Lorraine Hart 
Ken and Mary Hartke 
Hartzell Veterinary Service 
Drs. Safet and Anna Hatic 
Jon and Rose Hein 

The James B. Phelan Fund awarded $5,700 in scholarships to business 
students. Left to right: Todd Phelan, president of Phelan Insurance Agen-
cy Versailles; recipients Ryan Koenig, Jadyn Barga and Caden Schulze; 
Brent Phelan, president of Phelan Insurance Agency West Chester. 

The Darke County Foundation is grateful to the following donors who made gifts the past year. You may have made a donation to 
our Friends of the Foundation Fund or to one of our 94 scholarship funds or community funds that assist non-profit organizations. 
Perhaps you made a memorial gift in honor of a loved one (next page). Because of your generosity, the Foundation is enriching our 
community through education, the arts, social service, health and wellness, community projects, conservation, and more. 

Thank You, Donors to the Darke County Foundation 
Peter and Nancy Hemer 
Mike and Debra Henderson 
Chad and Lauren Henry 
Al and Vickie Hetrick 
John and Karen Hilgefort 
Hittle Buick GMC, Inc. 
Michael and Alice Hogg 
Richard and Barbara Hole 
Larry and Carol Holmes 
Orval and Helen Homan 

Stanley and Carolyn Homan 
Don and Ceil Hosfeld 
Carol Howard 
John and Shirley Huddle 
Robert and Marlene Huelsman 
Dorothy Huggins 
Eric and Tisha Huth 
Kent and Lynn James 
Wes and Patti Jetter 
David and Janet Julian 
Randy and Marcia Kaup 
Ralph and Clara Keister 
Keller Grain & Feed 
John K. Keller 
David and Dixie Kepler 
Kevin and Kate Kerg 
Steve Kerns and Karen Funk 
Anne and Rob Klamar 
Norman L. Kniese 
Eric and Karen Knopp 
Leon and Sue Knore 
Gertrude Kondracki 
Ruth Koverman 
Mike and Sharon Kramer 
Patricia Kramer 

Carolyn Kremer 
Charles and Jo Langenkamp 
Robert and Jan Lantz 
Ray and Bettye Laughlin 
Loren and Susan Laux 
Don and Barb Leis 
Craig and Susie Leland 
Ken and Debbie Liette 
Tom and Sharon Link 
Steve and Eileen Litchfield 
Don and Kathy Lockhart 
Jim and Marilyn Lorton 
Mark and Pam Loxley 
George and Becky Luce 
Jack and Janet Lutz 
Doug and Jeanne Lyme 
Janice Lyme 
Mick and Nancy Maher 
Marchal & Marchal 
Don and Janice Marchal 
John and Jeanne Marchal 
James D. Marker 
Marshall Combs State Farm 
Rebecca Maurer 
May Financial Group 
Terry and Jane Ann May 
Eugene and Denise Mayo 
Mike and Sandy McClurg 
Amie McClurkin 
Bob and Jean McLear 
Darryl and Mary Ann Mehaffie 
Tom and Barbara Menke 
Jeffrey Mills 
Sue Mills 
MJS Plastics 
John and Fran Montgomery 
Chris and Christy Mortensen 
Dora Mosier 
Mote & Associates, Inc. 
Anna Mote 
Richard and Joan Mote 
Denis and Patricia Mumaw 
Elizabeth Myers 
Denny and Shirla Neff 
Linda Newbauer 
Herb and Virginia Nieport 
Jeanne Norton-Henry 
Rodney Oda 
George and Kathy O'Dell 
Randy and Lisa O'Dell 
Tim and Robin O'Donnell 
David and Joan Oliver 
Dennis and Sharon Ontrop 
William and Krisann Osterbur 
Park National Bank 
John and Ruth Peters 
Carolyn Phelan 
Phelan Insurance Agency 
Brian and Kathleen Pinchot 

Dick and Joyce Platfoot 
Jim and Julie Poeppelman 
Mr. and Mrs. Darrin Poeppelman 
Brenda Pohl 
Harold and Deb Pohl 
Pohl Transportation 
Don and Pam Pohlman 
Prairie Valley Farm 
Mike and Christy Prakel 
Premier Health 
June Prosyk 
Andrew Rammel 
Michael and Kathy Re 
Rebsco, Inc. 
Reid Health 
Janice B. Reifsnider 
RJ Warner Insurance Agencies 
Mike and Sharon Roessner 
Larry and Joan Roll 
Hayden and Mary Roush 
Scott and Kim Rudnick 
Jim and Susan Schaar 
Robert and Lavonne Schaub 
Dan and Marty Schipfer 
Craig and Carrie Schmidt 
Alma Schmitmeyer 
Joe and Starr Schmitmeyer 
John and Marlene Schmitmeyer 
Matt and Liz Schmitmeyer 
Steve and Karen Schmitmeyer 
Ted and Connie Schmitmeyer 
Todd and Susan Schmitmeyer 
Tom and Cindy Scott 
Serra Club of North Deaneries 
Vince and Beth Serraino 
Jerry and Reyna Shardo 
Sharon Sheremet 
Doug and Susan Shields 
Mark and Jodi Shimp 
Joel and Cindy Sink 
Don and Shirley Slyder 
Ron and Betsy Smith 
David and Bonnie Snider 
Pat and Marci Spearman 
St. Joseph Holy Name Society 
James and Christine Stamcoff 
Millie and Marv Stammen 
Ron and Judie Stauffer 
Judy Stemley 
Dr. Stephen Stentzel 
Jim and Kathy Steyer 
Dave and Irene Stonebraker 
Melvin and Mary Ann Stucke 
Monty and Krista Stump 
Rose Ann Subler 
Scott and Jodi Swabb 
John and Diane Swallow 
Alice K. Swinger 
Jim and Jan Thomas 

Shirley Thompson 
Steve and Marla Threewits 
Troutwine Auto Sales 
Dick and Sharon Troutwine 
Jim and Susan Troutwine 
Jack and Jeanne Turpen 
U.S. Bank Wealth Management 
Jill and Andy Ulrich 
Versailles Modern Mothers 
Paul and Teresa Wagner 
Kent and Gloria Waller 
Alex and Kathy Warner 
David and Sharon Warner 
John and Ginger Warner 
Shirley Washler 
Wayne Healthcare 
Weaver Bros., Inc. 
Ed and Elizabeth Weaver 
Karl and Marcia Weidner 
Steve Weigel 
Chuck Wenning 
Jeff and Robyn Whitaker 
Ron and Rachael White 
Robert and Claire Williams 
Williamson Insurance 
Ken and Beverly Winner 
Rob and Amy Winner 
Terry and Madonna Winner 
Dick and Cindy Wuebker 
Wuebker Farms 
Jerry and Jean Young 
Zechar Bailey Funeral Home 
Kent and Nancy Zechar 
Peggy Zimmer 
Scott J. Zumbrink 

 

A community grant from the 
Darke County Foundation support-
ed Healthy Kids Day at the YMCA 
of Darke County. Local children 
enjoyed movement activities, 
wholesome snacks, crafts, and 
lessons on healthy living. 

A community grant to Bridges 2 College 
helped Darke County students learn 
about the college admissions process 
and visit college campuses. 



Thank You for Making Gifts in Memory of  Loved Ones 

In Memory of  
Carolyn McGlothin 
for the Sarah Whittaker Fund 
Eugene and Mary Jo Bucklew 
Mark and Gloria Burns 
Jo Anna Deeter 
Dave and Becky George 
John Keller 
Ginger Trimble 
  
In Memory of Dana Holzapfel 
for the Greyson Steyer Fund 
Jeff and Diane Amick 
Benjamin and Jennifer Amick 
Anonymous 
Jim and Liz Atchley 
David Balser 
Jenifer Berger 
Rick and Betty Birt 
Melanie Bonfiglio 
Mike and Torri Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Brown 
Vanis Brumbaugh 
Centerville Hustle Basketball 

Bryan and Aliana Clymer 
Jack Coblentz 
Tim Collins 
James and Phyllis Crawford 
Mark and Gretchen Davis 
Don and Diane Delaplane 
Dickman Supply, Inc. 
Gerald and Valerie Eberly 
Farmers State Bank 
David and Beth Fiely 
Flex-Pak Employees 
Janeen and Dave Foltz 

Kathy Fox 
Susan Garrett 
Lynn Gerling 
Greenville H.S. Class of 1975 
Greenville H.S. Friends and  
      Co-Workers 
Gavin and Ann Glasscoe Family 
Tom and Charlene Godown 
Mark and Denise Good 
Grandpa's Farm RV Park 
Mike and Diane Gray 
Greenville Citizens Baseball 
Ross and Marilyn Gruber 
Jeffrey and Crystal Hangen 
Todd and Linda Hickerson 
Hieber Family 
Ted and Rochelle Holsapple 
Holzapfel Family 
Terry and Kim House Family 
Ty and Lita House 
Jim Hunt 
Don and Barb Leis 
Steve and Eileen Litchfield 
Don and Kathy Lockhart 

Stacey Love  
Dale and Joyce Lyme 
Donald Lyme 
Doug and Jeanne Lyme 
Janice Lyme 
Stephen and Karen Magoteaux 
Wayne and Kathy Marker 
James and Cheri Menchhofer 
Donald and Sherry Mong 
Richard and Joan Mote 
Becky Muhlenkamp 
Michael Munn 

James and Jeanette Patton 
Jerry and Carol Pence 
Jeff Prenger 
Gary and LaJeanne Riegle 
Scott and Kimberly Rudnick 
Dan and Marty Schipfer 
Larry and Alice Shade 
Michael and Susan Shroyer 
Jim and Kathy Steyer 
Matt and Mindy Steyer 
Clyde and Jane Stump 
Helen Stump 
Eric and Emily Tetzel 
Janice Tudor 
Alex and Kathy Warner 
Mark and Betty Weedy 
Bill and Mary Wolke 
   
In Memory of Karen Whittaker 
for the Sarah Whittaker Fund 
Anonymous 
Dr. James Apesos 
Stephen and Leesa Beanblossom 
Peggy Black 
David and Karen Bloomfield 
Regan and Sue Bowman 
Mark and Gloria Burns 
Jenny Crandall 
Jo Anna Deeter 
Craig and Shellie Francis 
Greenville VFW Post 7262 
Grilliot Alignment Service 
Janice Holsapple 
John Keller 
Carl and Susan Koch 
Nancy Linebaugh 
Pat and Annmarie McClellan 
Mr. Thaddeus Mitman 
Blake Murray 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Rhoades 
Tim and Connie Rhoades 
Rich Grant Trucking, Co. 
Scott and Cindy Riffle 
S.A.F.E. Inc. 
Ronald and Debra Seaver 
Jeff and Pam Shoemaker 
Ginger Trimble 
Brittany Voke 
Susan Voke 
  
In Memory of Margery Prakel 
Tim and Lynn Blakeley 
Kate Custenborder 
Environmental Law and  
     Policy Center 
Leon and Sue Knore 

Mr. Howard Learner 
Steve and Eileen Litchfield 
John and Joy Marchal 
Susan Markle 
Jill McQuaid 
Mr. Russell Meyer 
Carolyn Phelan 
Mike and Christy Prakel 
Tobin Reel 
Hank and Mary Roush 
Brian Stemley 
Scott and Michelle Stemley 
John and Ginger Warner 
  
In Memory of  
Richard A. Powers 
for the Greyson Steyer Fund 
Carol Balser 
Benjamin Powell State Farm 
Rick and Betty Birt 
Thomas and Jennifer Bish 
Jim and Sharon Buchy 
Bob Burkhardt 
Melinda Carter 
Beth Casey 
Rod and Jonie Drew 
Christy Fisher 
Janeen and Dave Foltz 
Jeffrey and Crystal Hangen 
Mike Holzapfel 
Scott Holzapfel 
Matt and Sue Holzapfel Family 
John and Jill Hopkins 
Steve and Nan Hottle 
Jennifer Jones 
Dan Judy 
Michelle Kelling 
Patricia Koogler 
Lisa McAlpine 
Jason McMinn 
Melissa Murphy 
Prairie Valley Farm 
Michelle Reed 
Charles and Deborah Reithman 
Jim and Kathy Steyer 
Matt and Mindy Steyer 
  
In Memory of  
Shirley Thompson 
Ryan and Chrissy Cox 
Financial Achievement Services 
Jeff and Denise Gayer 
Lawrence and Kathleen Motycka 
Mickey and Lori Sizemore 
Sarah Voirol 

Oliver Hits Home Run 
with Sale of  Mickey 
Mantle Baseball Card 

David Oliver of Miami, FL, started a fund at 

the Darke County Foundation in 2020 to pro-

vide scholarships for Versailles High School 

graduates attending Wittenberg University. So 

far, Oliver has donated $119,000, which he 

raised from the sale of his personal collection of 

memorabilia featuring sports, entertainment, 

and historic icons. With investment income, the 

scholarship fund has grown to over $136,000. 

Oliver’s most noteworthy sale was his 1951 

Bowman Mickey Mantle rookie baseball card 

that sold for $24,250 at a Huggins and Scott 

online auction. Oliver is liquidating his entire 

collection and donating all proceeds to charity, 

namely the Darke County Foundation. 

       “After moving away 

from Versailles 58 years 

ago, Dave has shown 

tremendous loyalty and 

generosity to support 

students at his alma ma-

ter,” said Christy Prakel, 

director of the Darke 

County Foundation. 

“Dave’s fund creates a permanent legacy that 

recognizes his love of athletics, education, and 

his small-town heritage,” she said. 

For more information on Oliver’s collection 

or scholarship funds at the Darke County Foun-

dation, e-mail dcf@darkecountyfoundation.org 

or call (937) 548-4673. 

 

1951 Bowman Mickey  
Mantle rookie card  

Donor-Advised Funds Make 
Charitable Giving Easy 

When Mike Beard of Greenville died in 2013, his family honored Mike’s 

legacy by establishing a donor-advised fund at the Darke County Foundation.  

Each year, Mike’s children, John Beard and Michelle Stephenson, and  

their mother, Barbara, recommend non-profit organizations to receive grants 

from the J. Michael Beard Community Fund. The family carefully considers 

their annual decision to select organizations that reflect Mike’s personality, 

hobbies, and generous spirit. Recipients have included Darke County Parks, 

Big Brothers/Big Sisters, GIVE Medical Ministries, Darke County United 

Way, New Madison Public Library, among others. 

“The Darke County Foundation helps us get in touch with organizations 

locally that have financial needs,” said the Beard family.  

“The Foundation allows us as a family to advise where funds go year  

after year by providing a list of local non-profits that can use the funding for 

programs that enrich our community,” the Beards added.  

The family made a one-time donation in 2016 to establish the permanent 

endowment fund, realizing tax benefits in the year of the donation. They have 

no more legal or financial responsibility in making the grants. By distributing 

only the investment income, the fund’s original principal remains intact. 

“The financial growth of our fund is used to make a lasting impact in our 

community,” said the Beards. “We hope others will take advantage of donor-

advised funds to help support local non-profit organizations.” 

Darke County Parks received a donor-advised grant from the J. Michael Beard 
Community Fund of the Darke County Foundation.. 

Memorial donations to the Greyson Steyer Fund support grants to pro-
grams like the United Way’s Dolly Parton Imagination Library that 
mails monthly books to all Darke County children from birth to age 5. 

DONOR-ADVISED FUNDS may be established through a 

variety of gift options, including cash or appreciated securities.  

Donating securities allows the donor to avoid capital gains tax while 

deducting 100% of the fair market value of the contribution. Con-

sult your tax advisor for the best method of giving. For information, 

email dcf@darkecountyfoundation.org or call (937) 548-4673. 

mailto:dcf@darkecountyfoundation.org
mailto:dcf@darkecountyfoundation.org

